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PRESS RELEASE
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Flamenco Guitarist and Composer, Jose Luis de la Paz,
is nominated for the United States Artists Fellowship 2016

Spanish guitarist and composer Jose Luis de la Paz has been nominated for a 2016
USArtist Fellowship.

Applicants are nominated by an anonymous group of artists, curators, producers, critics,
scholars, and field experts from across the country who identify artists they believe
deserve support for their unique artistic vision and the significance their creative work has
had to their field or the creative/cultural ecosystem of the United States. Awards are
divided into nine artistic disciplines that include literature, visual arts, music, etc. Past
awardees include guitarist Manuel Barrueco, singer/songwriter Lila Downs and Blues
guitarist Joe Louis Walker, among others. If awarded, Rodriguez would be the first ever
Flamenco artist to receive this award.

When asked what this award means to him, Jose Luis replied:

This award means a great deal for me. First it gives me great joy to be recognized in this
way on this side of the world after many years of very hard work, and it would mean a
great deal for my career. But beyond this, | think it is also a new door that opens for
flamenco and its introduction to new audiences: it finally places it in a space of great
prestige, something I fight for daily.

De la Paz, who has made Miami his home since 2011 and last year presented his
symphonic work Avalon: Suite for Flamenco Guitar and Orchestra commissioned in part
by the Miami Dade County Auditorium and with the support of a grant from Miami Dade
County Cultural Affairs, is currently working on the soundtrack for the movie Finding
Compas by director Kathy Douglas that will feature renown flamenco artist Farruquito,
among others.
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Jose Luis Rodriguez nominado a los United States Artists Fellowship 2016

El Guitarrista onubense Jose Luis Rodriguez ha sido nominado para los premios United
States Artists Fellowship 2016.

La seleccion de los nominados se hace a través de un jurado especializado en las artes
entre los que se encuentran criticos, artistas, presentadores, productores y curadores de
festivales. Los premios se dividen en nueve disciplinas artisticas que van desde la
literatura a las artes plasticas. Entre los premiados de otros afnos destacan el guitarrista
Manuel Barrueco, la cantante Lila Downs o el guitarrista de blues Joe Louis Walker.

Rodriguez, que ha sido nominado en la categoria de musica, es el primer artista flamenco
seleccionado en la historia de los premios USArtists. Segun palabras del mismo Jose
Luis: “esta nominacion representa mucho para mi: Por un lado la alegria de tener un
reconocimiento en este lado del mundo, después de afios de mucho sacrificio, y, esta
claro que es un impulso a mi carrera. Pero mas alla de esto, creo que también es una
nueva puerta para abrir el arte flamenco a nuevas audiencias y darle el mayor prestigio
posible, algo por lo que lucho cada dia”.

Rodriguez, que el pasado ano presenté en el Miami Dade County Auditorium su primera
obra sinfénica Avalon (Suite para Guitarra Flamenca y Orquesta), se encuentra en estos
momentos preparando la banda sonora de la pelicula “Finding Compas”, de la directora
Kathy Douglas, y que contara, entre otros, con la participacion del bailaor sevillano
Farruquito.



